
Life has a funny way of taking us down

the road less traveled. 

Dr. Bryan Duffie reached a fork in that

proverbial road during his formidable

college years down in Monroe,

Louisiana.

Had he turned left and chased a

geology degree, he and his wife

Jeanne might not be looking for real

estate in Alma, Arkansas. 

But he took a right turn instead. 

"I started down the track of being a

school teacher, (but) I thought about

something else, too," Duffie said. "With

the oil and gas business in Louisiana,

they (Northeast Louisiana University)

had a pretty high-powered geology

department; I thought about going

down that track a little bit.

"But I stuck with math education."
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The Bootheel

Born in Poplar Bluff, Missouri, Duffie grew up

on a stretch of Hwy. 25 between Dexter and

Bernie, Missouri, a flat part of terrain that

stretches from Poplar Bluff to Kennett,

Missouri — locals refer to as “the Bootheel.”

“I was born in Poplar Bluff because that’s

where the hospital was,” Duffie said. 

The Duffies were neither rich nor poor. His

dad, Terry, passed on a work ethic that he

abides by to this day.

“My dad spent nearly 40 years as a funeral

home director and embalmer,” Duffie said.

“We were in Jonesboro for a while, and then

he went to work for the Kilpatrick family in

Monroe, Louisiana.

”Rather than graduate high school in

Jonesboro, like he had hoped to do, Duffie

ended up graduating from West Monroe

High School in 1988. Not long after that,

however, he met his soon-to-be-wife Jeanne

at Northeast Louisiana University (now called

the University of Louisiana Monroe). 

And, while Duffie was somewhat torn as to

which path to take, he begrudgingly knew

the funeral business wasn’t for him.

"I wasn't doing the funeral business, I knew

that," Duffie said. "I wasn't going down that

track, even though my father and his father

were very successful at it.”

After 11½ years in the classroom, Duffie soon

found himself transitioning toward

administration. 

"If there is a higher purpose where they see I

need to be involved in, then I need to do

that," Duffie said. "It's service above self. If

they want me to help in some way, then

that's what I need to do."

Duffie and the former Jeanne Pogue moved

to Little Rock in 1991, where Duffie enrolled at

UCA. "I finished out my bachelor's degree

there," he said.

Duffie finished his college degree in

December 1992 and, with luck on his side,

began his teaching career at North Little

Rock High School in January 1993.

"I was there from right at the beginning of

1993 until 2005," he said. "It's now North Little

Rock Middle School, but back then it was the

east campus of the high school."

Almost 30 years later, with kids Nathan (25)

and Phillip (20) out on their own, the Duffies

hope their move to Alma early this summer

will be their last. 

Bryan Duffie, 50, will succeed longtime Alma

Superintendent David Woolly in July 2022 —

Woolly’s 50th and final year with Alma

schools. 

"It's a tribute to the stability that this school

district has, and has had for a long, long

time," Duffie said. "They have stout people in

a lot of positions who have had great success. 

"Among my colleagues, Alma is looked at as

one of the top superintendent (jobs) in the

state.”



Higher calling 

Duffie took an administrator’s job at Jonesboro

Westside Middle School before being named

Westside Consolidated School District

(Jonesboro) Superintendent from 2010-16. 

He and Jeanne have spent the past five years in

Jacksonville, including the past four as

Jacksonville’s superintendent.

Still, in his comfort zone, Duffie met with

Woolly when the latter announced last fall he

planned to retire at the end of the 2021-22

school year. It wasn’t the first time Duffie had

crossed that path. 

"There are many days I question my sanity," he

said. "Before I decided to go that route

(administration), I was approached at Westside.

I didn't say yes right away. I called two longtime

mentors of mine.”

Content at Westside Middle School, where he

had served between 2005-08, Duffie spent two

years as Westside’s High School Principal

(2008-10) before being named Westside

Consolidated School District (Jonesboro)

superintendent.

“There was a need at the high school after an

administrator left, but I wanted to stay at the

middle school; I got attached to all those

people,” he said. "I kind of go with this mantra …

if there is a higher duty to fulfill, I will do it.”

The results speak for themselves. 

"Sometimes you don't know if you're an

individual impact or the impact on the crew,

and then you hear from people,” Duffie said. “It's

a broader impact that you can be a part of."

This summer, when the Duffie’s are settling into

their new home, he’ll have the luxury of

following Woolly’s lead for a few months. 

"That will make the transition so much easier,"

he said. "I am acutely aware of how big of a

deal this is.  When you haven't had to go 

through a process to hire a Superintendent

since 1968? It's a big deal for this community,

for the staff here, and for the kids. 

"I don't take that lightly."

"I've been a big advocate for a long time for

career programs that lead to good-paying jobs

for kids (graduates)."

“Dr. Duffie and I have become acquainted over

the past several years through working

together on projects, particularly with the

legislature,” Woolly said. “I have the utmost

respect for him and have great admiration for

his work as a superintendent in two different

districts. 

“He is a great fit for Alma, and will continue to

enhance the high standards and goals that

Alma is known for.”

Duffie knows there are expectations. 

"It's going to be OK," he said. "What might

create some nervous tension, which I'm not

saying is bad, is they're going to say, 'Now

they've hired someone from outside the Alma

area, and I know how that it is. I came to

Westside from North Little Rock, and I did

some things at Westside I didn't have to do at

North Little Rock, and some of the things I did

at Jacksonville I won't have to do here.

"Having David will ease that transition."



Education

Bryan Duffie believes in all the essentials that

come with education. But he also values the

path his students will soon take after

graduation. 

"Education has changed, but it's about reading,

writing, and arithmetic ... those core skills," "But

it transformed into more skills over time, which

is great, as long as you can afford it. The focus is

on kids and good careers. College is great, but

we need to open up opportunities for kids going

into two-year programs and one-year

certification programs. 

"I've been a big advocate for a long time for

career programs that lead to good paying jobs

for kids (graduates)."

"For me, that's how education has evolved,"

Duffie continued. "At the same time, there's so

much social and emotional life skills we've got

to do for kids. 

“We can do a lot of that in schools."

As for hitching up the trailer and relocating for

the third time since relocating from Louisiana to

Arkansas almost 30 years ago, he made his wife

a promise.

"I told my wife Jeanne, we've moved across the

state three times ... this is the last time," Duffie

said. "She said, 'Hallelujah.' 

"My plan would be to retire from here."


